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The scary thing about October is the realisation that Christmas is galloping towards us more 
rapidly than we can imagine. But as someone said the other day – ‘ Let’s put up the tree and 
call it a year’.  

We will all be glad to see the back of 2020.  

Yes it is definitely a year that will be remembered. Going back to basics and maybe learning 
new skills was a plus, amongst the many negative and somewhat scary moments. 

It is interesting that sewing, knitting, crochet, embroidery and cross stitch have all had a 
resurgence in popularity.  

A friend returning from Australia came equipped with her knitting and crochet, along with a 
few good books to keep herself occupied while in quarantine. Craft certainly has been 
something to fall back on. Getting out the sewing machine or picking up a needle and thread 
for a small piece of hand stitching is relaxing and somewhat comforting.  

Election work for me has been all consuming, so designing and stitching have taken a back 
seat. But there were odd moments when sanity prevailed and I picked up a needle or pencil. 
It got me thinking that in busy lives, a small uncomplicated project is just what is needed. 

Often people ask me how do I think of each new design. It is usually a request, or several 
requests but most likely a visit to a large needlework shop.  

It is a great place for inspiration. But you have to limit the inspiration or you get carried away 
and all the projects that you would love to do, quickly become a burden. 

The displays of hand dyed threads are always the first place I stop. All these different colours 
conjure up lots of ideas in my brain. Too many to do, although one always stands out.  

A new range of subtle natural shades made me move closer. Next to them was a display by 
another hand dying expert of bright, over the top, in your 
face colours. And yes, you guessed correctly. These were 
all colours I really needed. Two designs were shimmering 
around in my brain. Into the basket, into the car and off 

home to add to the 
stash. 

 

 
 

 



Stacked stones are always fascinating. Some people stack large stones, some much smaller 
stones. Some are stacked on the beach, to be dispersed by the tide and others are stacked 
on desks and shelves to be rearranged for fun. 

Stones are used for meditation, each stone given a theme of gratitude to be repeated when 
calm thoughts are required. If stones appeal to you, you will see ways of stacking stones 
everywhere.  

New houses have columns, walls are made of stacked stones, stones stacked as 
monuments, or just stacked in the 
name of art. 

     

 

 

My natural coloured hand dyed threads will become 
stitched stones. A small meditative way of putting one 
stone on top of another as man has done since time 
began. 

 

 

 



Those of you who live in New Zealand and read this newsletter will know that our election 
has been pushed out for a further 4 weeks. This of course meant rescheduling everything and 
everybody.  

All necessary, as Covid came creeping back after 100 days of no virus and once again we 
queued to shop, our hair grew longer again as the hairdressers stayed home along with 
thousands of others.  

A year ago, if we had could have looked at a snapshot of the world as it is today we would 
never have believed it. Aucklanders leaving our city, stopped at the border by police making 
sure we had permission to leave. Most people wearing masks and downloading apps to our 
phones to track our movements.  

A snapshot from a sci-fi movie comes to mind. But instead it is everyday reality. 

 

However, life goes on, as we try to be as normal as our new normal will allow. More people 
seem to be buying houses, expats are returning, isolating in hotel rooms for two weeks  and 
then getting on with life. Since we can’t travel, people are exploring every corner of New 
Zealand or finding other ways to spend their money.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Looking back, I seem to have designed a lot of pincushions both in felt and cross stitch and 
several of these have been Biscornu ones. 

The word ‘Biscornu’ is a French adjective meaning odd, bizarre or quirky. Which is one way 
to describe the shape of the pincushion. 

A biscornu pincushion is a small pillow, made from two squares of embroidery/cross stitch 
fabric. It is easily made by offsetting the corners of the squares, whip stitching them all 
together, stuffing them and indenting a button in the centre, to make its quirky shape. 

There are hundreds of stitchers out there who collect these patterns and no doubt stitch a 
few. My biscornu pattern with the 12 cats has been extremely popular. It stitches up very 
quickly as it is mostly back stitch with two strands of black cotton.  

The bottom square of the Biscornu pincushion can be stitched with the same pattern as the 
top, but I only ever stitch the top.  

This 15 sided one I made in lockdown with  an array of 
colours. Not as quick to sew as the ones with only 2 
squares but a bit different. 

Free patterns on my website for Biscornu pincushions. 

www.cherryparker.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

To follow on from the popular cats, I have 
stitched another design in black, white, and 
red with only 12 red cross stitched along with 
black back stitching. 

Very quick and easy.  

           

  

 

 

 

 

 



Many of you follow along with the books I read.  

The latest book from Steve Cavanagh is the book of the moment. Some of you will no doubt 
have read Thirteen and Twisted. I have given you a pic of the front and back cover. It is not 
for the faint-hearted, but we need to have variety in what we read, watch and do. 

                                                                                        

                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring has sprung. A few pics from around the section. 

As always, request a pattern, ask a question, or unsubscribe at cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz  

www.cherryparker.co.nz 


