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There are those of us who can’t wait for Christmas to come and 
revel in everything that is decked with holly and mistletoe. And 
there are the other bah-humbug types who can’t wait for all 
the false snow to melt and the last scrap of Christmas wrap to 
be cleared away. 

Whichever side you belong to, the season will come and go and 
none of us will be sad to see 2020 disappear. We have all lived 
through unusual times this year, none of which any of us could 
have ever imagined, so it is more important than ever to fall 
back on any type of handcraft that doesn’t change and is 
repetitively comforting. 

Whether it be knitting, crochet, pottery, painting, embroidery 
or making things with fabric or felt, the idea of constructing something with your own hands 
that is not ‘work’ but done simply for pleasure, is a constant in uncertain times. The 
knowledge that past generations used the same stitches is also something solid. They survived 
the great ‘flu epidemic, World Wars, a Depression, rationing of food and they didn’t even have 
a microwave! 

No matter how difficult things became they kept busy in what spare time they had, sewing 
and knitting clothes for all the family, but still finding moments to embroider and stitch for 
pleasure. 

So …. What new projects are on the 2021 horizon? 

 

I have a Christmas tree ornament to create for Just Cross Stitch magazine by mid-February 
2021. If accepted it will feature in the Christmas Decoration special 
edition which comes out in October 2021. I wonder what the world 
will look like by then.  

This year my very very simple design in the magazine this year is 
‘Merry Crossmas’.  

Many people purchasing this 
Christmas special are stitching for the 
first time, so simple is great, but for 
2021 I have a more difficult idea in 
mind centering around ‘The Holly and 
the Ivy’. 



 

 

 

 

 

I belong to a Seniornet Club here in Auckland, where in the past the emphasis has been to 
learn whatever you wanted to know about anything to do with computers. 

That is where I learnt to make my website www.cherryparker.co.nz. If you want to learn about 
PowerPoint or Photoshop, whatever - this is your go to place. There is a huge range of 
knowledge amongst the members and the groups are friendly and not conducted in a class-
like atmosphere.  

More recently the club has begun to add more choices as we came to realise many of the 
current members have a fairly good knowledge of computers, having worked and played with 
them for a large part of their lives. 

Other groups are being added and handcraft was one that was of interest to several. It is 
always wonderful to meet with likeminded positive people. An energy is created and one idea 
always sparks off another and so it goes on. Laughs are also to be had, which is most 
important.  

These meetings are monthly so the idea at the moment is to have a topic each time with a 
pattern or an idea and we will see what comes from it. Finishing will most likely happen at 
home with a – ‘Here’s what I did’ moment to be had the following month. 

Now my brain has to think about patterns and what would interest those who are handy or 
not so handy with a needle and thread. It is great to begin with a theme and a ‘let’s start and 
just see where this goes’ sort of a topic. The end results are wonderful as everyone has a 
different take on an idea and adds their own little bit of magic. 

We are going to begin with owls. Owls are always popular and 
my basic, very easy to sew owl pattern, lends itself to 
embellishment. Hats, feet and wings can be added if 
necessary. 

Felt is very forgiving and is easy to sew. Always use the felt 
that has a wool and synthetic  mix as it keeps its shape and 
will not stretch. It is also very economical and many owls 
can be made from fairly small pieces. 

Originally I wanted to make enough owls to have a Bowl of 
Owls mainly because  the title looks great, even though it 
doesn’t rhyme. Strange things appeal to strange minds!! 

I will keep you informed as we stitch our way through 2021. 



As you know I have been involved in delivering the election to the Auckland Central 
electorate. All is now packed up and returned to Wellington. We have a winner and life goes 
on. It will be wonderful to have time to stitch again and read. I miss both when I have been 
working all hours of the day and night over the last few months. 

Here in New Zealand, we have one of the most robust electoral systems. We quietly and 
calmly, even amongst Covid, went about voting early for two weeks and then on Election Day 
itself. We have a preliminary count of votes on election night and then we methodically 
recount every vote, while qualifying and validating and then in turn counting, the special 
votes. This is a precise process that takes time. We are patient down here at the bottom of 
the world and we know that a definite result will be announced at the end of the three weeks.  

No guns, no riots, no violent protesters. We are so glad to live here in New Zealand. 

 

The first Harry Potter book – Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone was published in 1997. Six further 
best-selling books and eight films followed. The books 
have been translated into over 80 languages, won multiple 
awards and sold more than 500 million copies world-wide, 
becoming the best-selling book series in history. 

After her success as an author writing for a younger 
audience J K Rowling wanted to see if she could also appeal 
to an adult audience. 

She chose crime fiction for her next books, a genre she 
always loved to read. Choosing the name Robert Galbraith 
she set about writing a series involving the crime solving 
sleuth Cormoran Strike. When after the first two novels, it 
was discovered that this new author was in fact J K Rowling 
everyone had an opinion as to 

whether the books were great or not. There is no doubt she is a 
wonderful story teller whether it be  children or adults, with each 
book rich in plot, characterisation and detail (sometime quite gory 
detail).  

Even though the secret is out she continues to write her crime novels 
under the Robert Galbraith pseudonym. 

The first four novels  - The Cuckoo’s Calling (2013) The Silkworm 
(2014), Career of Evil ( 2015) and Lethal White ( 2018) all topped the 
national and international bestseller lists. They have also been 
adapted for television by the BBC and HBO. The fifth book Troubled 
Blood has just come into the shops in time for Christmas.  



This latest book sold 65,000 copies in it’s first five days on sale, although there was 
widespread criticism of the author’s decision to include a serial killer who dresses in women’s 
clothing. It does just prove what I often say – You can’t please everyone, so why try? 

Troubled Blood is going to be a Christmas present from my daughter. As she reads far more 
gory, creepy crime novels than I do, although I suspect it will find its way to her reading stack 
the moment I have finished it. The book is very thick so she may have to wait a while. 

 

During the last few years, I have had many requests for a map of New Zealand which includes 
well known icon designs such as the kowhai flower and the native tui. There have been more 
requests since the world has gone into various forms of lockdown, so it was time to begin.  

We have a lot of iconic buildings that are well known and to where tourists used to flock. But 
the majority of buildings are not bright and colourful so the map has been filled with lots of 
recognisable New Zealand things that are colourful.  

For some strange reason I began at the bottom of the South Island. We have enough colourful 
flora and fauna to fill several maps so if your favourite has been left out I most likely have a 
small design amongst my many folders. Just email and ask. 

A pukeko would have been a great addition with all the deep blues but you can’t have 
everything. 

 

The beginning of the map and pattern is included here and as I stitch, 
the designs will be in future newsletters. Also enclosed is the entire 
outline of New Zealand in which the designs will sit. You can backstitch 
the map and add to it as we go. Something to keep you busy in case 
you find a few moments to spare over the next couple of months. 

 

2020 is thankfully drawing to a close. Fingers crossed for 2021. 

Keep stitching only what you really want to stitch.  

 

Happy Christmas.  

 

Cherry 

 

 

As always request a pattern, ask a question, or 
unsubscribe at cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz www.cherryparker.co.nz 



 



Map of New Zealand with Icons 
© Cherry Parker 

 

Stitch Count:    97sts wide x 140sts high 
 
Design Size:      16cm wide x 20cm high 
 
Fabric:     25 count White Lugana by Zweigart® 
  Cut fabric to 34cms x 44 cms (14” x 17”) before hemming. 
 
DMC Threads: 
.  White 
E  Ecru 
bs 317 Pewtar Grey 
l 500 Blue Green - vy dk 
C 501 Blue Green - dk 
Z 640 Beige Grey 
N 732 Olive Green 
^ 733 Olive Green - med 
) 734 Olive Green - lt 
S 927 Grey Green 
B 930 Antique Blue - dk 
b 931 Antique Blue - med 
/ 3023 Brown Grey  
+ 3041 Antique Violet - med 
m 3042 Antique Violet - lt 
O 3782 Mocha Brown 
L 3822 Straw - lt 
bs 3790 Beige Grey - dk 

 
 
The design is cross stitched with two strands of thread over two strands of fabric. See the 
individual instructions for each icon. The map outline is backstitched with two strands of 
3042. 
 
South Island 

 Tuatara – backstitch with one strand of 317. 
 Oyster in the Shell with a lemon wedge – bs with one strand of 3790. 
 Mitre Peak – bs with one strand of 500. 
 Mt Cook Lily – bs with one strand of 3041. Straight stitch the stamens with one 

strand of 733. 
 Mt Cook – bs with one strand of 3041. 
 Nikau Palm – bs with one strand of 732. 
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