
 

Cherry Parker’s June Newsletter 

  
The most common question I am asked is - “What’s new?” 
  
So it is time for a monthly newsletter that not only shows you what the latest design I am 
working on is, but each month includes a different economical and easy way to display your 
stitching without expensive framing. 
Not all needlework will end up as family heirlooms and sometimes we need to show off the 
latest piece and then change it in a few weeks’ time. These ideas will allow you to do 
this with little cost. 
 
Each newsletter will give a different option for you to try, with photographs and easy to 
follow instructions. 

 
I will also share with you tips and tricks that I have 
learnt along this designing journey.  
 
The most important trick of all is to have fun and enjoy 
whatever you are stitching. After all that’s what it's all 
about. 
  
Let's begin with the bird that looks like it has a lot of 
fun - the flamingo. 
Brilliantly bright pink, a bit wacky and waiting to be 
stitched. 
 
The Flamingos cross stitch pattern is small with a stitch 
count of 32sts wide x 27sts high, giving a design size of 
6.5cms wide x 5.5cms high. 
 
You will find the pattern below. 
 
It is the busy, in-your-face and over the top background 
that sets it apart from our usual stitching. 



And no one will ever guess you have used a paper napkin to display your Flamingos! 
 
Printed paper serviettes/napkins in all designs imaginable are in many shops both physical 
and on-line. Take time to search and find the one design that fits well with your pattern. 
Half the fun is the hunt for the one special item. 
 
Stitch the design as described below.  
Press the completed design from the back and iron a piece of iron-on vilene to the wrong 
side, cutting the vilene larger than the stitching. 
From the right side cut the design out 5 threads away from the edge.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 

I have used a piece of foam core board cut to 13cms (5”) wide X 20cms (8”) high but firm 
cardboard will be fine. 
 
Decide what part of the napkin will look the best and cut the section out leaving two 
centimeters all around. Fold the excess to the back of the board and tape in place.  
Don’t glue the napkin as it causes wrinkles.  
If the original folds in the napkin are pronounced, cover with a thin cloth and setting the 
iron on low, gently press out any wrinkles. 
 
Using double-sided tape attach the cross stitched design to the front of the napkin covered 
board. You can use this method to display many other designs. The options are endless with 
a multitude of cross stitch patterns and thousands of paper napkins to choose from. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Flamingos  © Cherry Parker 

 
Stitch Count:    32sts wide x 27sts high 
 
Design Size:      6.5cms wide x 5.5cms high 
 
Fabric:     25 count White Lugana by Zweigart® 

  
 
DMC Threads: 
 
 *  728  Topaz 
     / 3770          Tawny 
    bs 3804 Cyclamen Pink 
    x 3860 Cocoa 
    o 4180 Rose Petals ( DMC Variations) 
 
The design is cross stitched with two strands of thread over two strands of fabric. 
 
Backstitch the beaks and eyes with one strand of 3860 and the remainder of the design with 
one strand of 3804. 
 
Please Note - When stitching with DMC Variations thread, complete each cross stitch as you 
go. This gives a good definition of colour.  
 

 
 

© www.cherryparker.co.nz 



A lot of businesses that start in the garage, as well as self-published books and ‘why-didn’t-I-
think-of-that’ products, begin because the person couldn’t find what they were looking for 
and went ahead and did it themselves. 
 
Years ago I couldn’t find a pattern of two hands cross stitching. I searched everywhere and 
nearly shelved the whole idea. Having read the late Jo Verso’s excellent book – Picture it in 
Cross Stitch I began to wonder if I could give it a go myself. I drew the picture on the graph 
paper I had and went ahead and stitched it. Luckily it was the right sized graph paper or it 
may have turned out to be far too big or too small. 

 
The design to the right is the one that started 
the journey of designing cross stitch patterns 
and later felt patterns crept into the mix. 
 
Getting the ‘Cross Stitching Hands’ published 
was not easy. But when someone tells me I 
can’t do something it makes me all the more 
determined to do it! 
 
When I began producing cross stitch designs 
for the New Zealand Woman’s Weekly all the 
graphs were done by hand. I know it is hard 
to believe. Computers can be a pain at times 
but it does make it a lot easier to plot a graph 
in a computer program. 
 

                                                                                 
I still draw all the designs by hand and leave     
them on the drawing board waiting to see which 
one jumps out and demands to be stitched first. 
 
Sometimes it is a pattern to be cross-stitched. 
Sometimes it is a design stitched in felt. I use a 
merino and rayon blend felt that is soft, lovely to 
sew with and doesn’t stretch when stitched. 
 
All my felt creations are stitched from the right 
side with no turning involved. Very easy! 
 
Perhaps those of you who cross stitch will 
venture out and try a felt pattern or vice versa. 
 
An easy felt design is sure to find its way into a 
newsletter sometime soon. 
 

Instead of a cross stitch pattern the sketch above seems to be turning into a felt creation 
with a new very easy way to create the hair. (Thanks Rose!!).  



Tip of the month. 
 
Stitching the small design that will be the focus of the next newsletter reinforced the fact 
that all stitching must be kept away from paws.  
I find stitching of any kind becomes a magnet for small furry feet. Most stitching can be 
washed but the worst nightmare of all must be if a felt highlighter pen falls on your work 
and leaves a bright, never to be removed mark. What heart break. 
 
I often read tips in magazines saying to mark the chart with a highlighter as you go. 
Very scary stuff! 
 
I always use a lead pencil. If the chart is to be worked again the pencil markings can be 
erased for a fresh start. 
 

 
………………..So until next time I will leave you with a picture of the July design. 
 
 

 
 
 
Patterns can be seen by clicking on –  
 
www.etsy.com/nz/shop/CherryParkerPatterns 
 
www.nzcrossstitch.co.nz/shop  
  
https://felt.co.nz/shop/cherryparker 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter email me at cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz with 
unsubscribe in the subject line. 


