
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherry Parker’s April Newsletter 
 

 
As soon as one newsletter goes out, I begin to set up the next one as the months seem to be 
on fast forward somehow! 
 
Although, last month was one of those month’s when I put one foot forward and 
immediately took three steps back.  
A new laptop had to be mastered as the previous one went on a mission to go slower each 
day. It is a bit like getting a 
new car. You are used to the 
old one. You know where all 
the buttons are and in the 
case of the laptop where you 
filed the last version of your 
work. 
 
This new laptop looks the 
same but is different. Why 
aren’t the ‘insert table’ 
options where they used to 
be? Some bright spark has 
also cunningly moved other things such as ‘page borders’ to secret places known only to 
them.  
Documents are saving differently and apparently floating around on a ‘cloud’ somewhere. 
What if it rains!  



My print-on-demand company has also caught on to this new game of infuriating users and 
has ‘improved’ its systems. Change to make a thing better is wonderful. Change to infuriate 
and confound is not. It is extremely challenging, but we will not give in! 
There isn’t an option to give up and go beachcombing. Although recently that sounded quite 
appealing. 
Anyway……... all is going well now!  
 
It is always exciting deciding which pictures to put on a book cover. What I originally have in 
mind never seems to be the cover I end up going with. 
 
The book cover For Men Who Can’t Cook has been challenging. I began with the idea of a 
brick wall. The same one that has been in front of me lately! 
 

        
Initially ‘Yellow’ as the website www.formenwhocantcook.com has a yellow front page.  
Also something to remember is the book sells from a small image on a computer screen. Not 
held in the hand and contemplated as you would in a bookshop.  
It progressed a little like Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The first brick wall although bright 
and ‘in your face’ is still a bit plain and boring.  
The middle wall has more character but doesn’t give the idea that something may be 
cooked.  
I liked the colours of wall number 3. But overlay the title of the book on this wall and it looks 
a mess.  
Ah well – it will all come together in the end.  
‘The New Zealand Cross Stitch book with the marlin’ 
as it often described is also getting a revamp to its cover 
as it joins the print-on-demand list.  
 
It is a NZ book and needs to reflect what people think 
when they conjure up an idea of what NZ is.  
More looking at many pictures. Family and friends have 
their say. Much humming and deciding. 
 
The pictures I scroll through come from a library of 
thousands of royalty-free images and it can take time 
finding the right one. I also need keep in mind the picture 
will mostly be covered up with words of the title and 
photographs of cross stitch. 
 



I think after the hiccups of recent weeks a cover has been 
sorted. There always comes a point when you just have to go 
with what you have and forget perfection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This newsletter has a very booky theme so a little bit more about books. One I am reading 
this time. 
An unusual book   - The Bookshop Book by Jen Campbell. It explores the history of books, 
talks to authors and she writes about bookshops in barns, brilliant ones in London, USA and 
even mentions two in New Zealand.  
It is a great little ‘pick up and put down at any time’ sort of a book and well worth the read. 
 
I order most of my books from the library but picked this one up as it was displayed face 
forward on the shelf. Which made me think when reading this extract from the author 
Cornelia Funke (she wrote Dragon Rider which was on the New York Times Bestseller list for 
78 weeks).  
“We all order books online, but that only gives us the books we know about. The bookstore 
delivers a completely different thrill: we find printed treasures we haven’t heard about. We 
can touch and open and taste words between the pages. 
It reminds us of all the life that is hidden within them. And when we find a book in a beautiful 
bookstore it adds to the memory of a place and time”.  
 
 

Tips on Framing your finished stitching. 
 
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The easiest way to frame a finished piece of stitching is to use foam-core board.  
This is readily available at large stationery shops and is inexpensive. 
 
I use a quilter’s ruler to measure and draw lines on the board. Score down the line with a 
sharp craft knife. Bend firmly on the line which will break the inner foam of the board. Turn 
over and score down the line on the reverse side that has been made by the break. 
 
Pin the completed stitching to the board. Using this method your work will always be 
straight as you are pinning across the straight line of the fabric.  
Keep stopping and looking at the work to make absolutely sure it is in the correct place. 
Sometimes this takes a while, but it is a lot cheaper than getting it professionally done, 
especially for small pieces that are not going to become family heirlooms. Fold the fabric 
neatly to the back and lace across the work horizontally and vertically with strong thread. 
Remove the pins. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The full kingfisher will appear in the book I am currently putting together. In the meantime 
here is part of him, fitting nicely into a 55mm (2” ) tiny hoop. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 



Kingfisher 
 

Stitch Count:    33sts wide x 28sts high 

 

Design Size:      To fit a 55mm (2”) wooden hoop. 

 

Fabric:     25 count White Lugana by Zweigart® 

 

DMC Threads: 

              -     Ecru   

              *  317 Pewter Grey 

              /  3046 Yellow Beige 

   .  3812         Sea Green 

   =   3843         Electric Blue 

   o  3847         Teal Green  

           

The design is cross stitched with two strands of thread over two strands of fabric. 

Back stitch the divisions of the wings with two strands of 3847. The remainder of the 
kingfisher is back stitched with one strand of 3847. 

 

Position into a 55mm miniature wooden hoop when stitching is complete. Trim excess fabric 
from the wrong side and run a thin line of glue around the rim. 

 

 
Until next time………….. 
 
Happy stitching 
 
Cherry 
 
 
www.cherryparker.co.nz 
 
 
Request a pattern, ask a question or unsubscribe at cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz  
 


