
Cherry Parker’s February 2020 Newsletter 
 

A new year - already four  weeks old.  

I think 2020 has a nice ring to it. Sort of ‘tidy without loose ends’ sort of sound. A good year 
for sure. It will be a busy one for me.  We complete more things with a busy schedule rather 
than letting  domestic procrastination become the norm.  

We are in an election year here in New Zealand, and I am off to the Electoral Commission in 
Wellington,  to become part of a small team who train the managers and their staff who look 
after the 64 general and 7 Maori electorates we have in NZ. Training also continues back in 
Auckland where I live, which encompasses 23 electorates. 

Most people cast their vote in just a few easy 
minutes and have no idea that a lot of people have 
beavered away, beginning many months 
beforehand, slowly increasing their staff to 
several hundred per electorate, who issue the 
public with their votes. 

With 60,000 people in each electorate, some 
rural, some in large cities it is a mammoth 
undertaking. 

The exacting work begins on the Sunday after 
Election day, with the official count and verification of all votes.   

This year is the first time in many years, I have not managed an electorate and am only training 
staff, but no doubt there will be new challenges. That is why the core team of electoral people 
keep applying time after time. Who doesn’t love a challenge?    

  

The picture to the right is one small section of my 
headquarters, last election, the day after the last 
Election Day. 

The work is only beginning! 

 

 

 

 

Anyway back to stitchy things…………………… 



We have caught up with the monthly doodles, so below you will find the February design. 
The two different skeins of hand dyed threads from Cottage Garden are lovely shades of 
mauve. It is always difficult to replicate the exact shade with a camera.  

FEBRUARY DOODLE INSTRUCTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross stitch with two strands of thread over two of fabric unless otherwise stated. Bs the 
violets with one strand of 550 and the inner petal divisions with a pale section of (o). Back 
stitch rows of violets with one strand of 550. Words, 
horizontal lines and violet stems with two strands of (x) or 
3051.Work French Knots in the centre of each violet. 

 

 DMC   
bs 550  Violet 
/ 676  Old Gold 
. 3051  Green Grey 
x  African Violet  914 Cottage Garden threads 
o  Wisteria           915 Cottage Garden threads 



The second free pattern to begin the year is the 
Stone Store which is part of the stitched Postcard of 
Kerikeri. 

 

The Stone Store, in the left of the picture, was built 
in 1832 and was originally the warehouse for a 
missionary society. Over the years it has been a 
school, library, trading post and a general store. 
Today the store operates as a gift and tourist shop 
with museum displays upstairs. 

Kemp House, to the right,  is set behind the store and is New Zealand’s oldest building. A two-
storey family home built in simple Georgian design by missionary carpenters and Maori 
sawyers, the house has changed little over the years. The Kemp family continued living in the 
house when the mission station closed in 1848, operating a kauri gum business from the Stone 
Store. The house and grounds passed down through the family until it was gifted to the New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust in 1974. 

The full pattern including  Kemp House is now in my Etsy shop 
https://www.etsy.com/nz/shop/CherryParkerDesigns 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
The design is cross stitched with two strands of  
thread over two strands of fabric and back  
stitched with one strand of 535. 
 

= 415 Pearl Grey 
m 451 Shell Grey 
l 840 Beige Brown - med 
. 842 Beige Brown – vy lt 



Talking to the Men’s Shed North Shore on January 8th 2020.  

The concept of the Men’s Shed began in Australia, to 
provide a place for craftwork and social interaction to 
improve the health and wellbeing of older men. Many are 
widowers who find companionship amongst like-minded 
members of the shed. Not all are hands-on. Many will 
come to sit in the kitchen and have a bit of a yarn. Here I 
am told they exaggerate a lot! 

I had the pleasure of attending the local men’s Shed in 
January, where they have a BBQ and a speaker each month.  

Last November I offered to donate some copies of my book “ For Men Who Can’t Cook” to 
the Shed and they thought there must have a story behind it. ‘Would I like to come and talk 
about it for about  20 – 30 minutes!?’ 

The man who the book was written for, (and who can now cook)  is  good at putting together  
power point presentations. We all have our skills! So armed with some notes and a memory 

stick off we went to talk about the book.  

Many books have a story behind them, as to why they were written in the 
first place. It can be a parent writing down the stories told at bedtime. A 
year spent  exploring scenic spots off the beaten track. 300 letters written 
home to New Zealand from the battle fought at Cassino, Italy in World 
War 2 and found many years later. 

The Shed made a podcast of the little talk and will publicise the book 
through its network of other sheds and on social media. How wonderful. 
All because I wanted to donate a few books to them, as I was sure there 
were probably a few amongst them who couldn’t cook either. 

 

The Great Tidy-Up 

It is always good when winter has gone to have a bit of a tidy-up. Of 
crafty, sewing, stitching things. We have a small storeroom that 
obviously doesn’t like clear space or is it the people in the house? 
Because as sure as eggs, if  there is a little spare space created in this 
tiny room, someone comes along and thinks their item needs to fill 
the empty spot. It certainly doesn’t take long before it is back to its 
comfy look of clutter. Luckily this room is only twice as  big as a large 
cupboard.  

It was time to condense my sewing bits and pieces. A few boxes were 
half empty/full and space was being wasted. Ribbons, lace, hessian, 
several meters of backdrop fabric for photographing, empty storage boxes, partly 



completed cross stitch designs that didn’t really work, stitched samples from way back, lots 
of felt heads ( because if you get the face right – the rest will automatically follow), small felt 
hats, frames, stencils, thicker cotton than I normally use, as well as lots of pincushions.  

If I hadn’t used it in the last few years I probably wasn’t going to need it  - so let’s not muck 
around! Be a little ruthless, if that is possible and get rid of some of this stuff.  

One pile for a crafty person who may wander into my local Op Shop and a small pile for the 
bin. I am going to be strong. Once it has found 
its way to either of these piles – that’s it – no 
going back.  

By the end of the afternoon storage boxes had 
been tidied and several half completed cross 
stitch and other bits and pieces that had been 
held onto for far too long, had found their way 
to the two piles.  

But surely someone wants empty, not used very 
much, storage boxes. It does seem a shame to throw these two out. Half completed cross 
stitch looks a bit sad. No one could possibly want them. As a last resort I asked a few people. 
Do you need a few storage boxes? What about odd bits of stitching that are now past their 
use by date? Sadly no takers. Everyone was fine. They didn’t need anything. So off the piles 
went.  

A few weeks went by………………………… And yes, you guessed it!! 

There is a sudden need for a few storage boxes!!  

And wait……… perhaps I could use some of those half completed cross stitch pieces in a 
collage design. Just as well I didn’t throw them all out!!!! 

Why is that as soon as we throw something away that we have kept for ages, it suddenly is 
in great demand? There must be a law out there that this phenomenon relates to.  

 

Until next month which will be here before we know it. The Home page of the website will 
have  a revamp and we are going to concentrate on using up the stash. A lucky dip has also 
crept into the mix and a discussion about the seemingly dreaded ¾ stitch. 

 

Happy stitching, whatever the project. 

Cherry 

 

Request a pattern, ask a question or unsubscribe at cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz 


