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Our summer in the Southern Hemisphere is hanging on in there for dear life. We must 
remember when winter sets in what a glorious summer we have had. Just like the ones from 
years gone by or does memory embellish reality? 
Who knows - but it has been very good. 
 
 

Stitching takes somewhat of a back seat when the sun is shining 
and the evenings are long. But daylight saving has changed and 
our nights are arriving early with a chill in the air. Perfect crafty 
weather. If you knit, quilt or embroider in any way, a cosy spot 
with free time is an ideal situation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is always a conversation to be had 
when crafty people get together. Catching 
up on what they are currently 
constructing, what they hope to accomplish in the near future as well as admiring and learning 
from them. These folk are always willing to part with the knowledge they have gained and 
start you off. They are an intelligent, honest, positive lot who are always inspiring. 
 
 
I am looking to purchase another cross stitch graph program and came across a good article 
comparing the top six. You are able to try each program by downloading a small free section 
which you can play about with but not save and download. 



 
Thought and time! has to go into it as these programs are not cheap. 
 
I was not so keen on the one that was highly recommended. Another option seemed better. 
Of course, like anything on-line, some programs do some things, other do others, and the 
third one does some of each but leaves out the bit you really want! 
I thought well why not ask the experts? 
 
I went ahead and emailed 5 of the top cross stitch designers, four of who live in Britain. This 
was not the case ten years ago. You would have found them all living in the USA. Times 
change. 
 
They are busy people who design and exhibit on a full-time basis so I thought some time might 
pass before I heard back. Four came back very promptly. Each outlining why they had chosen 
the program they worked with and giving tips on to what to look out for. They were very 
helpful about cost versus what you personally need. All the on-line programs have a section 
built in to design hardanger, crewel work, knitting patterns and other very complicated things. 
 
The fifth little soul replied that pattern designing was her business and I should appreciate 
she couldn’t divulge her secrets. 
 
She is the exception to the rule of crafty people. When a top designer in Britain can reply in a 
lengthy email detailing why she uses the two programs that she does, it tells you a lot about 
the person.  
Also goes to prove that it never hurts to ask.  
 
So I have decided on the new program. Mr X Stitch from https://www.mrxstitch.com/ replied 
saying he personally uses the one I was leaning towards saying “ I'm happy to share any 
wisdom I've got on using it, if that's helpful. It's a great tool with a ton of flexibility.”  
You can’t ask for more than that! 
 
 
The book cover has been decided on.  
 
It seems to be a long time in the making but I have got there. 
 
It was fun and frustrating. If it had been a breeze there would have 
been no challenge and I would have been bored. 
 
All wrapped up – on Kindle as an e-book and with my South Island 
printer for spiral bound hard copies hot off the press any day now. 
www.formenwhocantcook.com 
 
 
 
 



As I sit typing away I have someone watching me 
from the tree over the deck. 
 
Not the best photo in the world, but I had to grab 
my phone quickly before he rushed off. 
 
Our native wood pigeon – the kereru - are 
beautiful, large, majestic birds, although they do 
occasionally look as if they have just pulled on 
their best white singlet. 
 
How lucky we are here in New Zealand.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A change of pattern just for fun. Years ago, I wrote to Sam McGredy, our rose breeder, 
asking if I could draw and stitch eight of his roses. He sent a lovely letter back saying he had 
never had anyone ask that before and he was only too happy to see his roses in stitches. 
 
A short excerpt from Wikipedia on his life so far. Some people cram in a lot into the years 
they are allocated.  

Samuel McGredy IV 
Samuel Darragh McGredy (born 1932) was only 2 years old when his father McGredy III died. A 
board of trustees including his uncle Walter and mother Ruth took over management of the rose 
breeding and nursery until McGredy IV was of age. Meanwhile, as was the usual practice at the 
time, young McGredy IV was sent away to boarding school at the age of 7.[2] 

He attended Mercersburg Academy in Pennsylvania USA in 1948, then Greenmount Agricultural 
College in 1949. From there he moved on to Reading University. After leaving Reading he 
worked at a rhododendron nursery to further expertise in hybridisation, then reported for duty at 
the family nursery in Portadown in 1952, at which time he was handed the keys and began the 
modern phase of the rose-breeding industry.[2] 

McGredy IV modernized operations and transformed style. He was famously adept at dictating 
innovation and fashion, along with plant health and strength. He introduced his first hybrid of his 
own, 'Salute', a cherry-red and yellow bicolor floribunda, in 1958. His first Gold Medal winner, 
'Orangeade', a floribunda, was introduced the next year, in 1959.[2] 

Sam McGredy IV married fashion model Maureen McCall in 1960. They had three daughters, 
Kathryn McGredy (1961), Maria Winder (1964), and Clodagh Leigh (1974).[2] 

In 1972 McGredy IV and family emigrated to Auckland New Zealand. The move allowed him to 
breed roses without the need for greenhouses, and to better select roses that would do well in 
the USA, his major market. 

Sam and Maureen divorced in 1978, and Sam later married Jillian Hawcridge.[2] Sam McGredy IV 
has retired and closed the nursery.[3] 

 



 

 
Design Size: 7cm wide x 11cm high 
Stitch Count:  36sts wide x 52sts high 
Fabric: 25 count evenweave Antique White 
Lugana 
DMC Threads: 
 
bs 223 Shell Pink 
x 502 Blue Green 
\ 503 Blue Green - med 
- 761 Salmon - lt 
o 819 Baby Pink 
. 3713 Salmon – vy lt 
/ 3770 Flesh 

 
The design is cross stitched with two strands of thread over two strands of fabric. Back stitch 
the rose and the lettering with one strand of 223. 
This rose has a superb fragrance and has won a string of awards. 
 
Until next time when winter will have well and truly arrived ………….. 
 
Happy stitching 
 
Cherry 
www.cherryparker.co.nz 
 
 
Request a pattern, ask a question or unsubscribe at cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz  


