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I am still stitching the designs for the new cross stitch book which only recently got a name. 
 
One of my previous cross stitch books published by Reed Publishing before they were bought 
out by Penguin books, had the title ‘Cherry Parker’s Kiwi Cross Stitch’.  
 
All designs in this new book still have a New Zealand theme and ‘Kiwi’ says it all. But you can’t 
have the same title twice. After a lot of discussion, it will be Cherry Parker’s New Kiwi Cross 
Stitch – which is what it is. 
 
You will remember back in February I was beginning to think of a cover. As I said then – things 
never quite end up as they begin. The picture below was just not perfectly right. That niggling 
feeling from somewhere that says – ‘no’ not exactly what it needs to be. 

 
So, the search continues. With no exact 
date for publication on the horizon I have 
time to experiment.  

 

Seeking the advice of others often confuses the 
issue and can bring self-doubt into play. Some 
like one, some the other or else they begin suggesting all sorts of alternatives. Too many 
options can be as bad as too few.  



 

As you can see I am still leaning to a greenish cover. Although the ponga fern sprouting new 
fronds from its centre looks very ‘kiwi’ it is most likely too busy. 

I will keep working on it. We will see in a few months what picture has made the grade.  

 

I have been watching Joanna Lumley’s 
documentary about the history of the Silk Road 
which was a network of trade routes crossing 
Asia from China to Rome during the Han Dynasty 
206BC – 220AD.  At one end Rome had gold and 
silver and precious gems. At the other end China 
had silk and spice and ivory. She travelled from 
city to city telling the history of the ancient Silk 
Road giving glimpses of beautiful silks, threads 
and hand-woven carpets and cloth as they are 
still made today.  

She and Patricia Routledge recently received honorary doctorates from the University of 
Chester. Dame Patricia Routledge (some may remember her as Hyacinth Bucket in Keeping 
Up Appearances) gave a brilliant speech 15-minute speech (with no notes). She said life was 
all about choices. Whether to put marmalade on our toast or honey. Whether to step off the 
pavement with your right foot or your left! The audience was quite taken with this.  

To be able to speak in public without any prompts as she did at 90 is remarkable. 

So - to my choices of the moment. In a long-ago newsletter, I talked about doing some 
experimental stitching. A bit of something here and there - a whatever you feel like sort of a 
piece, using thread that has been sitting looking at you for ages wondering when you will use 
it. 

Often there are not the designs that incorporate these colourful little gems and if you do find 
a pattern, you don’t like it. The time has come to begin to think about these random little 
designs and how to best present them.  



The first choice to be made is, as this is 
to be an ongoing piece, I didn’t want to 
have lots of little pieces of fabric lying 
around with random stitching on them. 
How to best present them? 

I am talking odd little bits of easy 
needlework. Words. Shapes. Easy 
stitches that are enhanced by the 
colour of the thread. Note the word 
‘easy’ as I am into straight sort of 
stitches that look good. I will leave all 
the complicated embroidery stitches 
for others. 

Let’s begin with the choice of background. It cannot be too colourful as often if there is too 
much colour in the background the threads are drowned out and are not shown off to their 
best advantage. 

This is going to be a continual work in progress. No eventual completed stitching, just an 
ongoing reference of options that you may wish to use later. For borders, for fun, for 
whatever. Maybe never. Maybe just to try that way-out thread to see what it looks like. 

My preference of evenweave fabric to stitch on, is 25 count Lugana by Zwiegart°. I have always 
used this fabric as it is flexible and not stiff and starchy being rayon and cotton. It is easy to 
stitch on and has been my favourite for years. It also comes in a wide range of colours. 

The manufacturers have recently released three new shades all with a marbled effect. 
Wonderful as it takes away the stark plain colours of old. Of course not suitable for everything, 
but great timing as I was looking for something different for this new stitchy project.  

The choices are Vintage Clouds, Vintage Grey and Vintage Marble.  

 

It is only a matter of deciding which shade to begin stitching on! Choices again. 

Now to the size. I am thinking  about 20cms (8”) across after hemming and as long as you 
want. The size is a personal preference.  It can then be rolled up, scroll-like when not in use.  



The first thing we need is a heading. Whether you choose to stitch it or not is up to you but it 
is a starting point. 

I have cut my strip of Vintage Marble across the width of the fabric. Lugana is 140cms across 
so we will be stitching for some time! Initially I thought this would be far too long but it 
folds/rolls up nicely so I will keep the length. Make yours as long or short as you like. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross stitching is done using two strands of thread over two strands of evenweave fabric. 
Small letters are back stitched using one strand of thread. DMC 817 is used throughout. 
I began stitching about 5cms (2”) down from the selvedge. 
  
 
 

In the previous newsletter I talked about my responses when I asked different designers for 
their comments on computer Cross Stitch graph programmes. Britain’s Mr X Stitch (Jamie 
Chalmers) https://www.mrxstitch.com/as you will recall was very helpful saying he was happy 
to share the knowledge he had gained using one of the programs. It surely never hurts to ask, 

https://www.mrxstitch.com/


or for that matter write and tell an author or manufacturer when you have enjoyed a product. 
We are quick to condemn and mumble and grumble but very slow to offer praise.  

 
In a later email I have been asked to submit a design for consideration his next X Stitch 
magazine. How neat is that! 
The magazine is now only on-line as the print version became all too expensive. 
Such is the way of the world we live in. This magazine is modern, nothing is cute a flowery 
and they are giving needlework, not just cross stitch, a modern approach which is long 
overdue. We don’t all want to stitch ladies walking in a garden with a parasol.  
 

Mr XStitch 

 
In his words directly from his website is a description of the magazine he has created. 
 

‘This is why we create XStitch Magazine. 

Our themed issues celebrate the diverse dynamics of an international cohort of 
designers. We deliberately provide an eclectic mix of designs to ensure that people of 
all ages, backgrounds and attitudes will find something they want to stitch. We believe 
that the medium of cross stitch is a vibrant craft that can reflect all aspects of life, and 
we will continue to challenge the mainstream mindset on modern cross stitch’. 

The thinking cap goes on again to conjure up some designs to submit which relate to the 
theme of their September magazine.  
An on-line version is so much quicker than a print version. Remember when I had to stitch my 
design and send to the US Just Cross Stitch magazine to arrive by 5th January 2019 for the 
December issue 2019. I have forgotten I have done it by the time the magazine comes out!! 
As far as the Mr X Stitch project – I will keep you all posted. 
 
That’s all for this month. Lot’s to be getting on with! 
 
Happy stitching 
Cherry 
www.cherryparker.co.nz 
 
Request a pattern, ask a question or unsubscribe at cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz  
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