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Sometimes sketches work immediately and become a design that I need to stitch. Other times 
the sketch isn’t quite right for the moment and it gets filed away in the ‘maybe’ folder. 

Patterns of birds of New Zealand have always been popular. Late last year I drew up a series 
of birds that fit easily into mini embroidery hoops. Another design took over at the time and 
the birds were temporarily added to the maybe pile.  

I have found that lockdowns make you sort through things that otherwise would stay 
unsorted.  

The bird sketches were unearthed, a few changes made and suddenly they became a series 
of 15 birds. The first was the albatross in last month’s newsletter and more have been stitched 
in the meantime. Two night tops to stitch one bird isn’t too bad.  

When you give someone the pattern for the head of the bird they tend to come back and ask 
for the entire bird. Sometimes this is possible sometimes not. 

The pattern for you this month is in my 
last book. Two little blue penguins.  

Here you have the choice of stitching one 
penguin, two penguins or just the head of 
one of them, or both heads. 

Decisions! Decisions! 

 

Design count: 10cm wide x 6cm high 

Stitch count: 50sts wide x 31sts high 

Fabric: 25 count Lugana 

DMC threads: 

 

The design is cross stitched with two 
strands of thread over two strands of fabric. Backstitch the design with one strand of 931. 
Work a small French knot for the eye. 

- 318 Steel Grey 
x 778 Antique Mauve  
o 930 Antique Blue  
/ 931 

932 
One strand of each 
worked together 

. 3865 Winter White 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://www.etsy.com/nz/shop/CherryParkerDesigns 

 

 

The Toucan is also finished and is available 
also on ETSY. 

The pattern includes the flowers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biscornu pincushions are very popular at 
the moment and I have stitched one 
recently that also uses up some favourite 
cherry fabric I had. Always quick to stitch 
and fun to complete. 

 



An email arrived from Spain saying she liked the pattern she had purchased, but the graph 
was in black and white. 

 

We are all different  - thank goodness – and prefer different things.  

There is a reason however as to why my graphs are in black and white. Originally the graphs 
had to be hand drawn when I began, as computers were in their infancy. Not common place 
as they are today. Also the few graphing programs that were around were very expensive.  

As time went on they became more affordable and the best one as far as I am concerned is 
Hobbyware. Followed closely by PC Patterns.  

Hobbyware owner has recently retired and the program will therefore not be supported from 
the beginning of this year. It still works very well, it is just that new things will not be added. 

In all programs there is an option to print the pattern in black and white symbols only, 
coloured blocks only, or a combination of both.  

When I began stitching the magazine I subscribed to was Just CrossStitch from the USA. 

All their graphs at the time were hand drawn and in black and white. As is often the way what 
we first learn, is the way we continue. At the time I used to stitch quite large projects such as 
the complicated designs by Teresa Wentzler and others. 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apologies for the quality of the pictures. They are photos of photos from my album of things 
stitched over the years and given as gifts or packed away. The one in the oval frame was 
stitched with one strand of thread! 

Anyway…… all these graphs had one thing in common they were all in black and white.  

When I work from a graph I use a lead pencil to lightly colour in what I have stitched. This way 
it is easy to see where you are and if you ever want to stitch the pattern again, all you need 
to do is erase the pencil markings and begin again. 

As I have always done this, I still do it to this day.  

Something you can’t do with a graph that is in colour.  

 

 

 

TRANSFORMING A LIFE OF CRIME INTO A 
LIFE OF PROMISE 

Founded in 2014 by fashion designer and 
entrepreneur Annah Stretton, RAW was set up 
to help break New Zealand’s ever-growing 
cycle of intergenerational offending, 
educational underachievement, persistent 
poverty and violence for a group of 
disadvantaged women.  Through inclusion, 
community and opportunity, RAW is building 
hope, purpose and prosperity one woman at a 
time. www.raw.org.nz 

 

The lockdown has seen us all do many different things. Some have learnt to play a musical 
instrument, written a book that they never had the time to do, learnt to crochet, learnt 
Photoshop, made a website, got out the sewing machine after many years, adopted a pet – a 
myriad of things that we suddenly had time to do. 

As I said in the May newsletter, I spent some lockdown time converting the patterns that had 
only been published in my cross stitch books, into downloadable patterns for the first time. 

The printed books are at the stage when I will soon need to decide whether to do more print 
runs or not. My decision was to stop the printed books.  

Over the years I have collected more fabric than I can use as well as a large selection of hoops. 
Who could benefit from having these things to have a play with?  

It is nice to give – without any motive other than the other person hopefully will benefit. 



I contacted Annah on the left in the photo with her sister Rebecca, and asked if the women 
she worked with in the prisons would like a gift of some cross stitch books, hoops, fabric and 
cottons. 

A quick phone call came back telling me the women who are in a 12 week rehabilitation facility 
would absolutely love the gift. 

We are going to arrange a get together next month. 

**** A shout out needs to be included here for Rex Waarnar, the owner of CraftCo in 
Christchurch.  

An email to him ( still in lockdown level 3 ) produced a donation of 100 skeins of thread to 
add to the box of goodies to go to these women.  There are good people and good companies 
out there!  

 

 

There is something about having a clear out of stuff. It clears out the mind as well.  

I can never stop picking up a needle and thread, but that is not all I do. A tidy-up and a clearer 
slate make room for other ideas and opportunities to wander in. If nothing else this year will 
certainly be one of unknowns and different paths to wander down.  

New things we never dreamt of.  

It is wonderful to see that sewing/embroidery/knitting and anything crafty has had a huge 
increase in popularity during the lockdowns. No doubt with the stay safe, keep near home 
mentality that we find ourselves in, this will only multiply. 

Jigsaws also became very popular. In this digital age it is great to see.  

 

More about the visit to Te Aroha and the donations of books, fabric and cottons next time. 

 

In the meantime, keep busy and keep 
stitching.  

Cherry  

 

As always, request a pattern, ask a 
question, or unsubscribe at 
cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz  

 

www.cherryparker.co.nz 


