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I am having a lot of fun with the Using Up the Stash designs.  I never know how they are going 
to turn out which is good. I had a fishy design all sorted for this month but as Anzac Day falls 
in April here in New Zealand, a poppy pushed its way in front. Although sadly, this year Anzac 
Day will be very different, we can each have our own poppy made from felt scraps.  

The 25th April marks the anniversary of the landing of New Zealand and Australian soldiers  
(Australian and New Zealand Army Corp – hence ANZAC) on the Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915. 
The aim was to capture the Dardanelles, the gateway to the Black Sea, but the campaign in 
which thousands lost their lives - 87,000 Turks, 44,000 from the British Empire including 8500 
Australians and 2780 New Zealanders, was unsuccessful. 
 
Since 1916 memorial services are held here, in Australia and wherever New Zealanders gather 
in places overseas, at dawn and later in the morning. Military personnel returned servicemen 
and women, as well as members of the public young and old gather to remember. Today 
these services are attended by an increasing number of people each year. 

 

 

Red paper or cloth poppies are worn on and around ANZAC Day as a mark of respect to those 
who died while serving their country. The poppy had its origins in the early 20th century when 
red poppies bloomed over the graves of soldiers in France and Belgium. 

The first poppy day in New Zealand was held on 24 April 1922 and it was 
met with much public enthusiasm. In all, 245,059 small poppies were 
sold for one shilling (10 cents) each and 15,157 large poppies for two 
shillings (20 cents) each.  
Some of the money received was sent to the French Children’s League 
and the rest was used to assist unemployed soldiers in need, and their 
families, during the winter of 1922.  
So began the tradition of the Poppy Day Appeal as a means of raising 
funds for the welfare of returned service people and their families. 



You can now see why it is a poppy design for this month.   
 
We all have a piece of fabric that we have hung on to for ages. We haven’t got enough of it 
to make anything of significance or maybe we just can’t bear to cut into it. 
I have been hanging onto a poppy fabric – and here is the best excuse to use it! Wonderful! 
 
The poppy design is first in felt and also in cross stitch. I have used fabric, felt, buttons and 
beads. 
 
If you don’t want to make the entire crazy square you can simply make the felt poppy. So very 
easy –  simple straight stitches secure the petals to the base of felt. Your own poppy to wear 
on your lapel, pin to your bag or sit on your new working from home desk.  
 
 

 
 

Felt Poppy pattern 

Cutting out: - Cut out the paper pattern pieces and lay onto the felt. Pin in place. Carefully cut 
around each piece with small sharp scissors.  

Constructing the poppy: - Using the photo and 
diagram as a placement guide, position the petals of 
the poppy evenly on the grey felt in the centre. Place 
the black circle in the centre of the petals. Using 
straight stitches as indicated in the diagram, anchor 
the centre and the petals with approximately 8 or 9 
straight stitches for each petal using two strands of 
black embroidery thread.   

 
 
 



Cross Stitch Poppy Pattern (22sts square) 

DMC Threads:   
 
* 301 Black 
x 522 Fern Green 
o 4205 Caliente – Variations thread 

           
The design is cross stitched with two strands of thread over two strands of fabric 

Back stitch the poppy with one strand of 310. 
 

How to stitch with DMC Variations or variegated 
threads:  
‘Variations’ is the brand name DMC has given their 
range of merging colours. The colours blend slowly 
from one shade to another, some are subtle, some 
bright and bold. Something for everyone. Thought 
needs to be given as to how you want the color to 
look when completed. If you are aiming for a 
general tweedy mix of color, stitch the first half of 
the stitch along the row and complete the stitch on 
the return journey.  
If you want areas of colour to be defined as in the 
poppy, complete each stitch individually.  
 
Both patterns are available in my ETSY shop 
https://www.etsy.com/nz/shop/CherryParkerDesigns 

 

Eventually!  I am going to stitch these 6”  
squares of crazy patchwork and flowers – cross 
stitched or made with felt onto a black 
background and it will become a wall hanging. 
 
That is the idea for now.  
 
Some of you will recognise the felt poppy. It has 
already had a life as a pincushion and the cross 
stitch one was part of a bookmark. 
 
Both repurposed and looking bright, breezy and 
brand new. 
 



In the summer we visited the Auckland Winter 
Gardens at the Domain, beside the Auckland 
War Memorial Museum. Unfortunately we were 
there just a few days before the world’s largest 
smelly flower (the Corpse flower) opened, but 
perhaps that wasn’t bad thing. We walked in 
with no waiting, but other a few days later, 
others queued for hours to see and smell the 
stinky flower. It stands 2.5 meters high so is 
quite impressive. 

I came across an array of blue delphiniums. I thought  - “ All we need now are the red 
geraniums”. And there, just a few steps further on was a big display of red geraniums.  

I wonder if the gardener at the Winter Gardens was also a fan of A A Milne and his poems. 

The Dormouse and the Doctor is in his book of poems from “ When We Were Very Young” . 

 There once was a dormouse who lived in a bed, Of delphiniums (blue) and geraniums (red), 

are repeated many times as is often the case with children’s poems. They stick in your head, 
even though you were unable to read at the time.  
 

For those of us who had the books, Winnie the Pooh etc and the poems, read over and over 
to us as children, will remember.  My grandmother and mother would have also recognised 
the connection. 

 



I seem to be reading a lot of books lately about bookshops. The 
trend began with two Christmas books – The Diary of a 
Bookseller and The Confessions of a Bookseller. 
 
This book is described as ‘laugh out loud’. Admittedly there 
were some very funny episodes. As the title suggest the 45 
year old curmudgeon who owns the shop decided to note 
down the quirkiness of customers, as well as his friends and 
staff on a daily basis.  As you can see from the cover the cat 
also plays a part. True anecdotes are often the funniest. He has 
a following on Facebook and a website for those of you who 
want to investigate further. A great book to have as a pick up, 
read a few pages and put down again, sort of book.  
https://www.the-bookshop.com/ 
The snip below is from the front page of the website. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next time you are passing through Wigton, Scotland,  stop by and take a look. 

I have yet to read his second book, as I have been catching up on the latest Peter James book 
but have also managed to read ‘How to Find Love in a Bookshop’ by Veronica Henry. 
A cutesy quick read set in an idyllic Cotswold town. Not something I usually read, but a change 
is as good as a rest. 
I also read ‘The Second Sleep’ by Robert Harris. Nothing cutesy about this one. The story is 
set several centuries after 2022 when earth and most of its inhabitant were destroyed. Of 
course a few survived or there would have been no story. These few are digging up fossils of 
plastic etc that had not broken down even after all that time. A strangely different  book with 
a stifling ending. ( I read this before the pandemic). 
 



An addition to the ¾ stitch. 

The design for Lakeside Needlecraft as discussed in last month’s newsletter is complete and 
in the UK. www.lakesideneedlecraft.co.uk 
I had to submit a partly completed section of the design quite early on.  
It turned out to be a great example of the additional backstitching that can be added to ¾ 
stitches to make the curve of the object more realistic. 
 

       
 

The red backstitched line on the graph above 
makes the edge more realistic. It doesn’t 
change the ¾ stitch in any way. If it was 
backstitched strictly against the ¾ stitches the 
edge would look like the graph on the right. 

 I use this way of backstitching a lot in my 
designs as I am not too keen on zigzaggy lines 
where they should be curved. 

 

 

Remember repetitive stitching is calming and gives a sense of achievement at the end when 
all is stitched. Perfection is not required – just enjoyment, whatever the craft. 

In these uncertain times, many will turn to the crafts that have been around for years, giving 
pleasure, purpose  and a personal calm, while repeating stitches that have been used by 
generations, during good times and bad.  

 

Enjoy your stitching  

Cherry 

Request a pattern, ask a question or unsubscribe at  cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz 

www.cherryparker.co.nz 


